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September 17, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 [2th Street SW

Washmgton, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell

[ am writig to urge you to strengthen. not repeal, the fow remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownerstup in the clutches of a few corporatuons. The current doinination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handtol ¢ companiss 15 already damaging oiir Jemocrac,. Already
dranatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restricnons that, for example, keep a single welevision
network from owning stations that broadcast to nre thun 3% pereent of the nation’™s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the sume market, are crucially important if we are 1o protect’

ovr nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understoad, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range otpolitical views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and cven dangerous demagoguery have become thz norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FC(C's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too. however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications tobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of vour 90-day camment period, | ani asking vou tu stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a Free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

| also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue,

Sincerely,
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KAREN KIECKHEFER
September 17, 2002 i m ALTA VISTA AVENUE
FREL S S ILL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA Q404 1

Chaman Michael Powell

Tederal Conmunications Conmmissicn
M5 1 2th Strect SW

Washington, DO 20534

Dear FCC Chawman Michae! Powell.

D RTIting 1o urge you to strengthen. not repeal; the few renteining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the cluiches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadeast and newspaper industries by o hund{ul of companies i already damaging our democracy . Already
dramancally loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example. keep a sigle television
nerwork: from ovaning stations that broadeast wo move than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
C o ewung more than erght radic statiens i the same markel. are crucially important 1f we are to protect

~alr patien from the very real dangers ol wedia menopoles.

= oumenica's Foundmg Fathers understoud. o [reel diverse and vigorous press 18 a necessary bedrock foundation
tor a functioning demovracy, by recent decades. hovaver, tesponsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become inersasmgly treatened. Corporate chawns now control nearly all
radio and releviston stations. Mazsive budget cutbacks for news deparmments. the dumbing-dewn of political

coverage. und even dangerous demagoguery hav2 become the ponw i America’s mumstraan media.

Those private micrests who support gotiing the FCU'S medi ownershgy vevulations point to new ineda avenues
hke cuble welevision and the Interuet. Here, too hovever we tud the same hapd ful of faailive vanes
dunaatmy what informaten the sase majonty of Amevicans receive om a daily basis, The massive

telecommenations fobby defends repeal of oveeship regudations as a scurce ol new busiess "efficienciss
vt s the FCOC's responsibility to detend the rights of consumets not corporations

Aspart of vour Y-day comment pered. Lam exkmg vou o stind up for the fres markstplace of wdeas supported
by frees diverse and mdependent press by supporting and sbeengiiening current limits on media ownershi
i I i A Pt & 5 &

conselidation,

Dalso wvant to urgz vou i the strongest way to raach outl to ordwary cittzens 1o hear ther views, rather
than ro the well-paid Iohbyists of those whe stacd w benetu finanentiv from changing the FCC's niles.

Tlook forwacd to Liearing where vou stand on thes muportan? sssue,

Stncerely.

o
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September 17. 2002

Chauman Michael Powell

bederal Communications Commission
443 12th Street SW

Washmgton, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chamrmman Michael Powell.

| am writing to urge you to stiengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentravon of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies 1s already damaging ow democra zy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that. for example. keep a single television
network from ownmg stations that broadeast L0 more tian 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
trom ownming more than eight radio stations un the same market. are crucially important if we are to protect

our natiou trom the very real dangers of media monopolies,

As Amerwa's Foonding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a funcuionming democracy. In recent decades, however. responsible news coverage and the presentation ol a
broad range of political views have become increasingly tlireatened. Corporate chaing now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the durnbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstreamn media.

Those prrvate whterests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful offamiliar names
dommatmyg what infonnation the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby detends repeal of ownership regulations os a source Of new business "efficiencies,"
yatat s the FCC's responsiihity to detend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comwment period, | ani asking you to stand up for the fiee marketplace of wdeas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

| also want to urge you in the strongest way to rcach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand 1o benefitfinancially from changing the FCC's rules.

| took forward to hearing where vou stand on this miportant issue.
Sincerely.
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Soptemaber 17, 2002

Uhaiman Miechagl ol

Voederal Conumunevations Commission
5 1 2th Yoot SW

Washwgton, 10 20353

Lgar FUC Cha:rman Michaal Powecli,

Lam writng to e sou e strengthan, not repeal. the few remiminyg rulss that Frevent near terai

concentration ol ownership in th: clurches ot a 2w corperaticns. The enrrent dominaton of the radic.
broadeast and newspaper tnudusuies by ahandful o vonipanies s already damaging our demoaracy. Already
dramatically Toosened over die pust Jecade, vwvnerlnp testiiction s that, For example. keep a sigle television
netvork from owning stators hat broadeast wo e than 33 per_znt ot the sation's hoimes or a single company
from ovwning more than eight rad e wauens i the sire makst are consa! Yy important i we are o protect

our nation from the very real danpers of media mon pelies

As Ameriea’s Foundinz Fathers understocs a e diverse aod vigor sus press s 4 pocessary bedrock feundation
for a Mctivnag lerie

LoDy reesat decades, howes e responsible news oo eruge and the presentution of a

broad rige of political «ews s Pecornr wnervmangls desatenad Corperate charns now conol vearly al
eadio and el e sostations, Massave budger suthacks fur nevs Jepatments the dombing-dowr of political
coverage, nad aver dan goroes demapogrers bas - becomie the nerm iy Amiered s moinstraary meadia

Those privite cnests cho suppert 2ot 2o the O 7S oeedia oo g regunstions point te new me-dey avenoes
Nkt tels v e oand the lutesnon Hlore, v ho s cos ve nd the saque fad fud of faoalon manes
doomnatin g ahat bformestion the as nagorit, o Areans recerys on d dily basis, The massiy =
tclecomupicateus Libby defepds repzal o owpership regulations s a scurce of pew businzss "efficizncics

i
"

voi it ks BooT s sosponsiblline todetond the miglits of consunicrs net corporations.

As part o vonr o duy comment roaiod Fae askong vouro stand up ter the free marketplace of Wdeas supported
oo frees ey und mdependen: press by supperung and strengthening current limits on media ewnership

cnrcindation

Dalsowapi tourge v oi i the stroagest wav e rzach out to ordmary citizens 1o hear thetr views, rather
than v the wellpand lobbyiss o se who stindd o benetie finaneally from changing tha FCC's rules.

Thok fovard we heinng where sou stand on this snportant issue,

Stnceraly, // F;
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September 22, 2002
Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D C 20554

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining FCC rules that
prevent near total concentration of ownership in the clutches of afew corporations. The
current domination of the radio, broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of
companies is already damaging our democracy. Having unfortunately been dramatically
loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions are crucially itnportant if we are to
protect our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a
necessaiy bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however,
responsible news coverage and the presentation of a broad range of political views have
become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio and
television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of
political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's
mainstream inedia.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations
point to new media avenues like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we
find the same handful of familiar names dominating what information the vast majority
of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,". This,
however, B aspurious argument; itis the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of
consumers not corporations.

This letter is being sent in response to the Commission's announced 90-day comment
period. | am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free,
diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media
ownership consolidation.

1also urge you to reach out to ordinary citizens to heai- their views instead of heeding
only the well-paid lobbyists representing those who stand to benefit financially from
changing the FCC's media ownership rules.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of my comments on this important
1Ssue.

Sincerely,

2
=
/Cmt/RDunnam

- (Diane M. Dunnam)

[ —

5244 Perry City Rd.

cc: A. Houghton Trumansburg, NY 14886
M. Hinchey
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Elizabeth Morton
P.0O. Box
Sebastopol, cA 95473

September 18, 2002

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing because I am in full support of our
maintaining freedom of the press in America. This iIs being
threatened with the possibility of the repeal of FCC rules
that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the
hands of a few corporations. Media monopoly goes against
the very foundations of our country. Cur founding fore
fatners counted this as essential to maintain democracy. |
urge you to search your conscience and maintain the rules
that have stood iIn our country since its iInception.

Listen to the people who are speaking out against the
repeal of these protective FCC rules. Listen to the voice
of America and not a few lobbyists representing people with
vested interests that are NOT representing democracy and
freedom of the press.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important
Issue.

Elizabeth Morton. L.C.5.W.



David Hughes
2700 Butler Avenue
Los Angeles, Califernia 90064
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September 18,2002

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

| am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining
rules that prevent near total concentration of ownership in the
clutches ofa few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over
the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a
single television network from owning stations that broadcast to more
than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company from owning
more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially
important if we are to protect our nation from the very real dangers

of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous
press is a necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy.

In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the
presentation of a broad range of political views have become

increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio

and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments,

the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery
have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership
regulations point to new media avenues like cable television and the
Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar
names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends
repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business
"efficiencies," yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the

rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and
independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on
media ownership consolidation.



| also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary
citizens to hear their views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists
ofthose who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's
rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.

Sincerely,

David Hughes

2700 Butler Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90064
de.hughes@verizon.net


mailto:de.hughes@verizon.net

VT WNg

S

CULbH

XD UM

SR vlve

=
VY 2ty

NN

Wy

HSCTZ D

MO _i=w=ne 47|
NI W Q.‘L\LQLL@m(\MM@ NI

1BluaD wornainsICy

000 ¢ ¢ 130

TEIMGL T WHOWY Sy

IO T

YNIDIHO AQOO i 13H000
£5¥-/0



5///‘?/02_

Year 4 [c&@/ fowell

/g(/ éw[ "o fﬁxf“&élfp/?e 4“7 4,///5,'&‘44 yiad Af‘ﬂff o %
MCZFM/) lA/Ao S’fv/e %’ Cémg)«.r— fo ﬂ//gw 4,:7{ Me%j( cgyy/:mefz_fr’f
10 %m,ha?[( oy r /)z/l/l AYwavts Evln more rﬁ,{aﬂ %{7 Ao non).

%/f? y. %y; are éﬁ/:

! 77l€f{ ar<€ JZ\QM?K&?/J 74“/” /‘méef?ﬁm&»f Voices a/llé’h/} ﬁ/h:ﬂ
ppthidn /felt. ﬂ/’f ’s bod Ara et oy ot we [k 7o thith of a5 v i bran
’ Wé?'/l ‘ZF c/rh/e RErVSS (punity, L usc_/ ‘ﬁ A)oé /g/m/mz/’ YL 74/@

{4 ”-3)61‘ /001/ S‘fﬂ‘/ﬂ}n fé//)? Nal }j? D ec@;ﬁz pag X d!
/hkro{/’hj P ~ - hDW ST /r‘z‘em//af z%e sxme Cyap over ﬂﬂj

pvér.

e dnt neel) mowe of s T f%&nj/f f/@ A rjﬁ% 7‘/9
74(’ &[f/ % /4/#?/?\(//"/\ 7ué//al-/f£7£ /3’)' ﬂpf % m&@% 53-,(7/9»«&:’&]?1 Wéa

Wan? 1p f{j-? our artwaver,

g ‘/{; LED [ STELAM
/)’L(é’ ,

221 [ese3me 1l &p
Rouw#s (A G4424



Martha Bushnell
502 Ord Drive

Boulder, CO 80303-4732
USA
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communication3 Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554
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502 Ord Drive
Boulder, CO 80303-473 4
september 20, 2002
marthawdbaaolcom
Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

Please strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules th?} prevent
near total concentration of ownership in the hands of a f
corporations. The current domination of the radio, broadca t, and
newspaper industries by a few companies is already dama fing our
drrnocracy. Over the past decade ownership restriction? hl ve been
loosened. Prevent a single company from owning more than eight radio
stations in the same market.

Democracy inthe US is threatened If we are not protected from the
very reai dangers of media monopolies. In recent decades responsible
news coverage and the presentation of a broad range of pPIitical Vigws
have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control
nearly all radio and television stations.

Do not support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulapqns The
radio, television. and newspaper media can not be replacpq by cable
television and the Internet. These media are also dominated by the same
corporations. The massive telecommunications lobby defends repeal of
ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies." It is
the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not
corporations.

Please support the free marketplace of ideas created by a free, diverse
and independent press by strengthening current limits on rped:a
ownership consolidation. Please inform the public through the many
media avenues to hear their views. rather than to the well-paid

lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changmg the
FCC's rules. | will be waiting for your response. |

Smcere Y. M
//54/ "”,e/

Martha Bushnell, Ph.D.
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STEPHEN B. KAHN
26320 Scenic Road
Carmel CA 93923

331-624-7025
Fax 831-624-0604
stephenbkahn{@redshift.com

Septoaher 17!

Chauman Micheel Powell

Fooka o Communications U onumussien
443 Y 2th Street SW

Washmgton. DC 20354

Dear FCC Charmian Michael Powell,

Fam wiiling Lo urpe vou tostrengihen not repeal. the tew remainine rules that prevent near total

conteentration of ovwner<dip e it hes of 2 10w conporations, The cunent donnation of the radro.
broadeast and newspaper indisnes By badinl of comipames s already damagine our demoeracy. Already
dramatically lovsened cvvr the past docads conersbap restrictons that. for example, keep a single television
peiwork frou o statons e Byeusdea ato mere than 35 percent of the nation's homes o a sigle company
from ownmg more than eieht rado stations ne the same market, are cruciatly important ifwe are o protect

aur nation from 1he very road dang1s ol media monopolies.

As Arpenea’s Foundmg Fathers undersioad, o free. diverse and vigorous press is o necessary bedrock foundation
for a funcueiing demwoeracy. In recent decades, however, respongible news coverage and the presentetion ot a
braad range ot pohincal views have become mcreasingly threatened. Corporate chaing now control neariy all
rudio and television stations, Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of pohtical
coverspe. and even dongerows demagoguery have become the norm i America’s mainstream media

Those private wilerests who support guttng the FOC™S medi ownership regofations pont to new media avenues
Liko cable televizion and the briernet. Here, too. however, we find the some handful of famdliar naimes
dommating what infornmation the vast najority of Amertcans recerve on a daily basis, The massice
televommunications lobhy defends repeal of ownership regulations as a sowce of new hbustness "elticiencies.”
vet s the FOCs responsihility to defend the tizhts of consumers not corporations.

As patt of your 90-duy comment peried. | am asking vou to stand up tor the free marketplace ot wdeas supponed
by a free. deverse and mdepensdent press by supporting and strengthening, cuwrent lunits on media ownership
consoludatnn.

Falso vt oo drge von i e sirongest wan Gooeach ant o orslinary eitizens to hear their views, ather

B b the seetlopand Lobba s of i s wine stand G bonie di tirancaly fron chasig the FOC's rules.

' !
ook v d e hieanng whiore vou stand on this mpariant restie,

Srrrorl P , / ke - i .
N j\u PR
o R A
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NOSON & ASSOCIATES

Clhaorman Machael Powell

Federd Conmmuications Comprission
435 1 2h Street SW

Washoeton [3C 0354

Py OO Charman \aﬁln_‘hnu’n Powell

amowrning o urge vou 1o strengthen. not repeal. the few remaining
rules that provent near total concentration of ovwnership m the
clutches ol alew corporations The current donnination of the radio.
braadeast and newspaper industrics by o handful of companies 15
alreads damaging our demogracs Alrcads dramaticalhy loosened over
Ui past decide ownerstap restrectons that. for example. keepa
simele felevision network from owung stanons that broadcast 1o more
Ui 35 percent of the nanon's homes or a single company from owning
mmore than aighi radio stations i the same market. are cructalhy
IMpOriant Hwe are 1o pretect our nanen trom the ven real danzers
ol maedior monapohes

As Amenca's Foundime Fathers understood o dree diserse and vigorous
Press as a necessin bedrock 1oundaton for a Tunctiomng, democriacy

[y recent decades. however, responsible news coverage and the
presentanon of o broad range of pohincal views have become

mcreastnzals trcatencd Corporate chunns aow conrol nearly b radro
and television statrons Masso e budeet cnibacks (or news departments,

the dumbing-down o poliaeal coverage. and even dangerous demagoguen
have become the norm i Aamerica's mathstream medea

Fhose privaie mterests who support cattiing the FOC's media ownership
reculations pontt (o ness nwedia iy enues hhe cable welevision and the
Internet Here oo however we dind the same handfual of famithiar
mimes domenatng wihat mlornuiion the vast majorsty ol Aaericans
receive on o dils hasis The massnoe wlecommumaittions lobby defends
repeal of vwnership repulanons as o source of now busimess
“elficiencies” et ibs the FOC's responsibiliny 1o detend the

rredis OF COnsumers nul corporatng

As part ol sour Y0-day comment perud Tam asking von to stand up lor
the free markerplace ol deas supported by afrec diverse and
independent press by supporting and strenethemmg current limigs on
muedia ownership consolidation

Padar want toouree sou mn the stromgest way 10 teich out 1o ordiman
nzens w hear thar views, rther than 1o the wetl-pand fobbuists
of those who stomd 1o benetin fimaecialis from Changang the FCC's
niles
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell.

lam writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent
near total concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current
domination of the radio, broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is
already damaging our democracy. For example, ownership restrictions keep a single
television network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the
nation's homes or a single company from owning more than eight radio stations in the
same market. These same ownership restrictions, already dramatically loosened over the
past decade, are crucially important if we are to protect our nation from the very real
dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a
necessary bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however,
responsible news coverage and the presentation ofa broad range of political views have
become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio and
television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of
political coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's
mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point
to new media avenues like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find
the same handful of familiar names dominating what information the vast majority of
Americans receive on a daily basis. 'The massive telecommunications lobby defends
repeal of ownership regulations as a source cf new business "efficiencies,” yet it is the
FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, | am asking you to stand up for the free
marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting
and strengthening current limits on media ownership consolidation.

| also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their
views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially
from changing the FCC's rules.

| look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue

Sincerely,

Mr. Rui Carlos da Cunha
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September 17,2002

Chainnan Michael FPowel!

Federal Communications Ceomiiission
445 [2th Street SW

Washmgton. DC 205.54

Deair FCCU Chuiman Michael Powell.

J am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few reniaining rules that prevent near total

concertration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by 4 handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade. ownership restrictions that. for example, keep a single television
network from owningstations thai broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or s single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in thr same market. are cruzially important if we are to pralect

our nation from the very real dangers ofmedia monopolies,

As America's Founding Fathers understowd, a tree, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning d=mocracy. In recent decades. however, responsible news coverage and the prtsentation of a
broad range of political vicws have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have hecoine the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, 00, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecormmunications lobby defends repeal. of ownership repgulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period. 1 am asking you to stand up for the free marketulace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

| alsowant to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to bear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those whe stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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Chairman Michael Powell !
Federat Communications Commtisvion
445 12th Sireel SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dedr JCC Chairman Muwhael Powell,

Lam writing to urge you to strengtfien, not repeal, the few remaining rules that
prevent near total concentration of ownership in the clutchies of a few corporations.
The current domination of the radio, broadeast and newspaper industries by a
fandful of companies is already damuaging our democracy. Alrcady dramatically
toosened over e past docade, OWRership restrictions that, for example, keep a
single telovision nelwork from awhing statons that pProadcast to more than 35
percent of the nation's Romes or a single company from owning more thun eight
vadio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect our
nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As Amevica’s Jounding Talhers understood, a free, diverse am{vigorouspress isa
necessary pedrock foundation for d functioning democracy. In recent decades,
fowever, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a broad range of
polittcal views Have Become increasingly threatened, Corpordte chains now control
nearty all radio and television stations. Maysive budget cutbacks for news
departments, the dumbing-down of political coverage, and even dangerous
d'emdgu‘;]m*ry Aave become the norm in Americy's mainstream media.

Those private interests who Suppott gutting the FCC's media ownership

regulations poinl to new media avenues (ike cable television and the

Internet. dlere, loo, however, we |ind the same handful of familiar names
dominating whut information the vasi mdjority of Americans receive on a daily
basis. The massive telocommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership
Fegulations ds a source of new business "efficiencies,” yet it is the FCC's responsibility
to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your go-duay comment period, I am asking you to stand up for
the free marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and independent press by
supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership consolidation.

T also want to urge you in the strongest way Lo reach out to ordingary citizens to
hear their views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit
financially from changing the TCC's rules.

I took forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.

Nincerely,

Viagumia, Vbl - Knclrcan_

Vivginta Yotk- Anderson
o8 fa Sierra Drive
Sderamento, (0 05864
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federa) Conununications Commission
445 121h Strect SW *
Washington. DC 20334

Dear FCC Chamman Michae]l Powell.

[am writing to wrge vou to strengthen. not repeal. the few remaunug rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the chitches of o fese corporations, The current domination of the radro,
bBroadewst and newspapar mdustrics by a handtul of compauies s already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that. for example. keep a single television
nenwork Irom ownung stations tat brosdeast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or o smgle company
from ovwming more than erght radie stations i the same market. are crucially impotant it we are to profect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Foundmy Fathers undersiood, o free, diverse and vigoreus press is @ necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democrecy. Tn recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become ncreasingly threatened. Corporate chans now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down ot political
coverage, and even dangercus demagoguery have become the porm m America’s maimstream media.

Those private interests who support gutiing the FOC's media ownership regulations pomnt to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however. we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans recerve on a daily basis. The massive
telecommanications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new busmess "efficiencies,”
vet 1t 1s the FCOC's responsibality to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, [am usking you to stand up (or the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a fiee, diverse and mdependent press by suppuorting and strengthening current lauits on media vwnership
conschdation.

| wlso want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

| lovk foerward tu hearmg where you stand on this important issue,
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